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3M™ Organ ic  Vapour  Moni to rs  a re s imp le  and  e f fec t ive dev ices  that  co l -
lec t  ce r ta in  organ ic  vapour  t ype a i rborne contaminants  us ing  the  sc ien-
t i f i c  p r inc ip le  o f  d i f f us ion .   
 
D i f f us ion  is  a  na tu ra l  p rocess  by  wh ich  i t  i s  known tha t  gases and va-
pours  w i l l  f low f rom a h igher  concen t ra t ion  ( in  t he  workp lace  a i r )  to  a  
lower  concen t ra t ion  ( in t he  base o f  t he  mon i to r ) .  A  sorbent  pad  in  the  
base  co l lec t s  and  ho lds  the  o rgan ic  gases  and vapours  unt i l  desorbed fo r  
ana lys is  in  a  labora to ry .  3M Mon i to rs  have  been ex tens ive ly  va l ida ted  
bo th  a t  3M and  th rough independent  th i rd  par ty  sources .  
 
The  a i rborne  concen trat ions  measured  can be used  as  par t  of  a  R isk  
Management  p rocess  to  ins t i tu te  su i t ab le  con t ro ls ,  inc lud ing ass is t ing  in  
de terminat ion  o f  the  type  and  serv ice l i f e  o f  resp i ra to ry  equ ipment  appro -
pr ia te  t o  t he  contaminan ts  (accord ing  to  AS/NZS1715) .  The  bas ic  cons id -
era t ions  requ i red for  samp l ing  w i th  pass ive  type   d i f fus ion   moni to rs are  
covered in  AS 2986.2:2003 .  
 
3M produces two d i f f us ion  mon i to rs  f o r  de terminat ion  o f  a i rborne  concen-
t ra t ion o f  organ ic  vapours .  These a re the 3M Organ ic  Vapour  mon i to rs  
3500 and  the 3520 .  These  moni to rs  come in  a  sea led  pu l l  t op  can,  w i th a  
she l f  l i f e  o f  ~18 months – the expiry date is marked on a label on the base of the can.  

Features 
S i m p l e  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  
b a t t e r i e s ,  p u m p s  o r  e q u i p m e n t  t o  c a l i -
b r a t e .  

E a s y  t o  u s e  -  j u s t  c l i p  t h e  m o n i t o r  t o  
s h i r t  l a p e l ,  c o l l a r  o r  p o c k e t .  

V e r s a t i l e -  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  a r e a  o r  
s o u r c e  m o n i t o r i n g  i f  s u f f i c i e n t  a i r f l o w  
e x i s t s .  

 

C o m f o r t a b l e  -  m o n i t o r s  a r e  s m a l l ,  l i g h t -
w e i g h t  a n d  w i l l  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  w o r k  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

C a n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  c a p t u r e  a  w i d e  
r a n g e  o f  a i r b o r n e  o r g a n i c  v a p o u r s ,  e n a -
b l i n g  l a b o r a t o r y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t y p e  
a n d  l e v e l  o f  w o r k e r  e x p o s u r e s .  
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Packaging Product Code 3M Order code 

Organic Vapour Monitor 3500, 10 per case 3500 0232884 
Organic Vapour Monitor with Back-up Section  3520,  
5 per case 

3520 70070061992 

Ordering Information 
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Specifications  
Weight :  ~9 gm 3500 moni tor.  

              ~15 gm 3520 moni tor  
 
Application: 3500 

A single charcoal  sorbent  
pad that  wi l l  capture a wide 
range of  organic vapours.  
See the 3M OVM Sampl ing & 
Analysis Guide for more in-
format ion.  

 
Application: 3520 

A “double deck” charcoal  
sorbent  pad gives a higher 
capaci ty for  demanding ap-
pl icat ions.  Used i f  is  possi-
ble that  the capaci ty of  the 
3500 may be exceeded due 
to high concentrat ions,  for  
high humidi ty and for com-
plex mixtures.  See the 3M 
OVM Sampl ing & Analysis 
Guide for  more informat ion. 

 
Sampling Time 

At Exposure Standard expo-
sure levels,  the 3500 wi l l  
normal ly  be sui table for 8 
hour sampl ing,  al though this 
may vary depending on con-
di t ions.  See the OVM Sam-
pl ing & Analysis Guide for 
more informat ion.  

Use Limitations: 
Organic Vapour Moni tors are 
able to capture a wide range 
of  organic gases and va-
pours.  However,  they are 
not  ef fect ive for al l  sub-
stances.   
These Moni tors are NOT 
sui table for:  

I socyanates 
Ammon ia  
Carbon  Monox ide  
Methane ,  e thane ,  propane  
Methano l ,  Methy l  Ch lor ide  
Methy l ,  d i -  &  t r i -  methy l -
amines  
Su lphur  d iox ide  
Reac t ive  o r  po lar  com-
pounds  such as  amines ,  
pheno ls ,  a ldehydes .  
Par t i cu la tes  
Other non organic substances 
(See Sampling & Analysis Guide 
for more detail). 

 
 
Please consul t  the OVM Sam-
pling & Analysis Guide  docu-
ment for  more detai led infor-
mat ion.  Contact  the 3M Tech 
Assist  Hot l ine 1800 024 464.  


